	Survey of

Previous

Year
	U.S.

Population
	(mostly)

MunicipalWaste

Generated

(tons)
	Increase
	Percentage

Recycled
	Tons Disposed
	Tons Disposed Per Person 

	1998
	267,636,061
	340,466
	+13,006
	30%
	238,326,000
	0.890

	1999
	272,690,813
	374,631
	+34,165
	31.5%
	267,108,215
	0.979

	2000
	280,000,000
	382,594
	+7,963
	33%
	256,338,000
	0.661

	2001
	286,345,000
	409,029
	+26,435
	32%
	278,139,720
	0.979


Questions for discussion based on the above table

1. a.  How much larger was the US population in 2001 than in 1998?

b.  How many more tons of waste was generated in 2001 than in 1998?

c.  How many more tons of waste was disposed in 2001 than in 1998?

d. Why do you think the increase in the amount of trash generated is so much 

larger than the increase in the amount of trash that actually went to landfills?

2. Contrast how much people recycled in 1998 with how much the recycled in 2001. 

Describe how this affected the amount of trash disposed per person between 1998 and 2001.

3.  How has recycling affected the trash we dispose?

